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Behavioral Objectives

At the conclusion of this program, the participants will 
be able to:

❑  Describe the two physiological effects achieved by 
the mechanics of inflation and deflation of the IABP 
as it relates to the cardiac cycle illustrated by an 
augmented arterial pressure waveform

❑ Identify four indications and three contraindications 
for IABP therapy

❑  Delineate the major clinical complications 
associated with IABP therapy

❑  Discuss operation and troubleshooting of the 
CARDIOSAVE IABP
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Cardiac cycle 

• Relaxation→ diastole 

filling 

– Atrial kick 

• Contraction → systole 

filling 

– Isovolumetric 

contraction: all valves 

closed→ ventricular 

ejection (AV/PV open)  
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IABP Pressure Waveforms
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